CHURCH LAWTON PARISH COUNCIL
25th June 2021
To: All members of Church Lawton Parish Council
Dear Councillor,
You are summoned to a Council Meeting of Church Lawton Parish Council which will take place as
follows:
WEDNESDAY 30th JUNE 2021 at 19:30pm
KIDSGROVE VICTORIA HALL
The agenda for the meeting is set out below.

Sue Davies (clerk)

AGENDA
1.

To receive apologies for absence.

2.

Public Speaking – to allow any members of the press or public the opportunity to speak in accordance
with Standing Orders.

3.

To receive any Declaration of Interests regarding Agenda items.

4.

To approve the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Wednesday 5th May 2021. (Circulated
separately and available on the website.)

5.

Ro receive the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on the 28th April 2021 and to note any
actions arising.

6.

To receive and note the minutes of Committee Minutes: None to receive.

7.

To receive matters from the Cheshire East representative present. 1

8.

Matters Arising from previous minutes not covered elsewhere. 1

9.

2020-2021 audit:
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a) To receive the internal audit report and certificate for 2020-2021 and to agree any actions. (See
appendix 1)
b) To approve the Council’s Exemption from External Audit certification. (See appendix 2)
c) To receive, consider and approve the Annual Governance Statement 2020/2021. (See appendix 3)
d) To receive and approve the Accounting Statements of 2020/2021. (See appendix 4)
10.

Finance (Clerk)
a) To receive end of year documents for 2020-2021. (Circulated separately)
b) To receive end of year bank statements and reconciliations dated 31st March 2021. (Appendix 5)
c) To note and approve receipts and payments made to date in the 2021/2022 financial year.
(Appendix 6)
d) To approve any further payments required. (Appendix 7)
e) To resolve to close the NatWest Accounts and have all money moved to the Unity Account.

11.

Planning Matters
a) To consider and agree responses to the following applications:
21/2742C - 44 Brown Avenue, Church Lawton, ST7 3EP (link)
To remove existing roof and construct attic floor to provide additional family accommodation amendment to planning consent 20/4296C.
21/2587N – Vodafone Site 4574, Whartons Pool Farm, Cherry Lane, Church Lawton (link)
This proposed development comprises the removal of the existing 17.5m mast and associated
antennas and its replacement with a new technically superior 17.5m monopole mast complete
with 6 antennas and associated enabling radio equipment and development works thereto.
These works are materially similar to those approved via case 14/3759C but which has not been
implemented and has now expired.
21/2635C – 4 Brown Avenue, Church Lawton, ST7 3EE (link)
Demolition of the existing Bungalow and single garage. Then the building of a new Bungalow and
double garage.
b) To receive updates on outstanding applications. (See appendix 8)
c) To receive an update on Community Infrastructure Levy allocations from the Clerk.
d) To receive an update on the ongoing Cheshire East Community Governance Review from the Clerk.
e) To agree the date of the next Neighbourhood Plan Meeting and receive any other updates.

12.

To receive an update from A Armstrong on Lawton Memorial Hall.1

13.

To receive an update on Community Speed Watch from A Armstrong and the Clerk.1

14.

To receive an update on the website and resolve to update the theme at a cost of £200. (Note the
new theme developed by NetWise complies more fully with website accessibility, has much better
‘back-end manageability and is much more user friendly for visitors. Kidsgrove Town Council have
recently updated theirs: Kidsgrove Town Council – Staffordshire, England.

15.

To receive an update on police matters: To receive a report dated May 2021. (Appendix 9)

16.

Assets: To receive an update from the Clerk, Assistant Clerk and Cllr Mitchell on the recent asset
checks conducted. To agree that any actions identified, apart from the purchase of new assets, to be
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delegated to the clerk and assistant clerk to progress as long as any associated expenditure on
individual items or tasks does not exceed that in the financial regulations that the clerk can authorise.
17.

Environmental Improvement:
a) To receive an update from the Clerk and assistant Clerk on the provision of two operatives to work
in the parish approximately monthly. To note the cost each time of £194.22 from Congleton Town
Council (already approved on a trial basis). To resolve to delegate to the Clerk and Assistant Clerk
the management of this service, including prioritisation of work between council meetings, with
updates to be brought to members for comment at each meeting. To note members should send
any potential work they identify to the Clerk and Assistant Clerk and that a list of work undertaken
will be kept.
b) To consider and agree the Council’s policy on the use of glyphosates. Note – many local councils
either ban their use in their operations or severely limit them.
c) To note and receive an update from the Clerk on meetings with other parties re environmental
improvements.
d) To agree a date for the environmental working party prior to the next council meeting.

18.

Litter Picks:
a) To receive feedback on the recent litter pick.
b) To receive an update from the Clerk on the management of litter picks.
c) To consider and approve in principle the purchase of any further equipment required. A
suggestion has been of a small cart and dust pan and brushes. (The Assistant Clerk to present
some preliminary figures.)

19.

To consider and agree a system of keeping track of items reported to Cheshire East by the Clerk,
Assistant Clerk or Members.

20.

To receive any correspondence or other matters from the Clerk and Assistant Clerk.1

21.

To receive any reports and matters from members. 1

22.

Training/meetings and courses: To consider any training requirements.

23.

Future Agenda Items

24.

To resolve to approve the complete meeting schedule for 2021/22. (To be circulated)

25.

To agree Date of next meeting.

Matters to be considered with the Press and Public Excluded:
26.

Exclusion of press and public: To resolve under 1960 (Admission to meetings) Act to exclude the press
and public due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.

27.

To receive feedback from a pre-application meeting with Ivy May and representatives from Alsager
Town Council followed by a meeting between Ivy May and some residents. (Notes from meeting
circulated separately).
To consider ways to mark the resignation of a councillor. (Report to be circulated separately.)

1

Please note that items raised not on the agenda as a specific item cannot be debated other than brief comment nor
have any decisions made. These items are information only.
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Appendix 1 – Internal Audit Certificate
The internal audit of Church Lawton Parish Council was carried out by undertaking the following tests in the AGAR Annual Return for Local Councils in
England:



Checking that books of account have been properly kept throughout the year
Checking a sample of payments to ensure that the Council’s financial regulations have been met, payments are supported by invoices, expenditure is
approved, and VAT is correctly accounted for
Reviewing the Council’s risk assessment and ensuring that adequate arrangements are in place to manage all identified risks
Verifying that the annual precept request is the result of a proper budgetary process; that budget progress has been regularly monitored and that the
council’s reserves are appropriate
Checking income records to ensure that the correct price has been charged, income has been received, recorded and promptly banked and VAT is correctly
accounted for
Reviewing petty cash records to ensure payments are supported by receipts, expenditure is approved and VAT is correctly accounted for
Checking that salaries to employees have been paid in accordance with Council approvals and that PAYE and NI requirements have been properly applied
Checking the accuracy of the asset and investments registers
Testing the accuracy and timeliness of periodic and year-end bank account reconciliation(s)
Year end testing on the accuracy and completeness of the financial statements










Conclusion
On the basis of the internal audit work carried out, which was limited to the tests indicated above, in our view the council’s system of internal controls is in
place, adequate for the purpose intended and effective, subject to the recommendations reported in the action plan overleaf.
As part of the internal audit work for the next financial year we will follow up all recommendations included in the action plan.

JDH Business Services Limited

1

ISSUE

RECOMMENDATION

The VAT reclaim document does not
contain the VAT number for all listed

The VAT reclaim should be populated
with the VAT numbers of all listed
suppliers prior to submission to HNRC.

FOLLOW UP
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Appendix 1 – Internal Audit Certificate
ISSUE

RECOMMENDATION

FOLLOW UP

suppliers. This is a prerequisite to being able
to reclaim the VAT from HMRC.

2019/20 internal audit
1

The council should uses model Financial
Regulations (FRs) which refer in section
10.) to a Purchase Order (PO) system.
However, no PO system is currently in
place.

If the Purchase Order section of the
model FRs is an accepted requirement
by council, then the council should
establish a sequential Purchase Order
system.

Noted – the clerk has confirmed
purchase orders are used where deemed
appropriate

2

The asset register does not contain a column
for date of purchase (month and year),
therefore, it is difficult to identify in which
financial year additions and disposals
occurred.

The asset register format should be
improved as noted.

Implemented

The Practitioners’ Guide recommends
that assets should be valued at purchase
cost or an insurance proxy if that isn’t
known (that doesn’t change over time),
therefore, the only movement in fixed
assets each year should be for additions
and disposals and all additions should be
at purchase price.

Implemented

2018/19 internal audit
1

The current fixed asset register contains two
columns, one for original cost and the other
for valuation. The total of the valuation
column is included in the AGAR annual
return
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Appendix 1 – Internal Audit Certificate
ISSUE

RECOMMENDATION

FOLLOW UP

The council should ensure that where
possible the original purchase cost is
disclosed in the AGAR annual return.
2

The memorial hall donation of £2000 is not
supported by a signed confirmation of
receipt.

Signed confirmations of receipt should be
secured for all significant donations.

Implemented

3

No VAT reclaims were received during the
financial year.

VAT should be reclaimed on a timely
basis

Implemented

IMPORTANT GUIDANCE NOTE
INTERNAL AUDIT CERTIFICATE in the AGAR
There is a new internal control objective (Objective L) in the 2018/19 internal audit certificate that requires internal audit to conclude on
whether the Public Rights Notice during the previous Summer was compliant with the Regulations. This is pre-filled for 2018/19 but in
order to test this and conclude YES or NO for the 2019/20 internal audit we would need to receive with the 2019/20 books and records:
-

A copy of the completed 2018/19 Notice of Public Rights and Publication of the Unaudited Annual Governance and Accountability
Review

-

A dated photograph showing the first day of the Notice of Public Rights on the noticeboard and/or a dated computer screenshot
showing the first date of the Notice of Public Rights on the website for 2018/19

Our approach to this new requirement will be to conclude NO if we have not received the above evidence and explain on the AGAR that we
received insufficient evidence to be able to conclude YES; we would also conclude NO if the dates advertised were not compliant with the
Regulations.
This will be a new ongoing requirement for internal audit, as well as verifying whether certain smaller councils meet the exemption criteria
from an external audit. Therefore, for the 2019/20 internal audits there will be additional time charged at a fixed fee of £9 + VAT per local
council to complete the new requirements.
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Appendix 1 – Internal Audit Certificate
ISSUE

RECOMMENDATION

FOLLOW UP

The impact of GDPR on the council
should be identified through review of
ICO and NALC guidance and the Data
Protection policy, risk assessment and
internal controls should be updated
accordingly

Outstanding

2017/18 internal audit
1

Data Protection Law will change
significantly on May 25th 2018 due to the
2016 EU Directive General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) taking effect.
GDPR replaces the 1998 Data Protection
Act and it will impose new obligations on
Data Controllers and Data Processors and
provides enhanced rights for individuals.
Compliance with GDPR could have
resource implications for local councils.

As a data controller the council needs to
register with the ICO if it has not already
done so. A GDPR compliant data
protection policy needs to be adopted and
an appropriate document retention
policy.

We could identify no evidence that the
council has registered with the ICO as a data
controller.
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Appendix 2 – Exemption Certificate
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Appendix 3 – Annual Governance Statement
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Appendix 4 – Statement of Accounts

10

Appendix 5 – Bank Statements and Reconciliations dated 31st March 2021
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Appendix 5 – Bank Statements and Reconciliations dated 31st March 2021
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Appendix 5 – Bank Statements and Reconciliations dated 31st March 2021
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Appendix 5 – Bank Statements and Reconciliations dated 31st March 2021
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Appendix 5 – Bank Statements and Reconciliations dated 31st March 2021
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Appendix 5 – Bank Statements and Reconciliations dated 31st March 2021
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Appendix 5 – Bank Statements and Reconciliations dated 31st March 2021

17

Appendix 6 – Payment and Receipts 2021-22 made to date.
Receipts to 31st May 2021

18

Appendix 6 – Payment and Receipts 2021-22 made to date.
Payments to 11th June 2021 – requiring retrospective approval
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Appendix 7 – Payment and Receipts requiring approval
To be inserted.
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Appendix 8 – outstanding and Recently Determined Planning Applications
Current Planning Applications (not yet determined)
20/4313C Alsager Court, Sandbach Road North, Church Lawton, ST7 3RG (link)
The demolition of an existing care home and the erection of thirteen dwellings and construction of
an access drive
Decision Target Date = 10th May 2021, still outstanding
21/0671C Grove Manor, 79 Liverpool Road West, Church Lawton, ST7 3DL (link)
Outline application with some matters reserved for 10 dwellings.
Decision Target Date = 10th May 2021, still outstanding
21/0887C 11 Barwood Avenue, ST7 3EN (link)
Front / rear Dormer / Rear Single Storey Extension / Front Porch / Attached Garage.
Decision Target Date = 16th April 2021, still outstanding
21/1753C – Plot 1 next to 11 Sandbach Road, Church Lawton, ST7 3DW (link)
Variation of condition 2 on approved application 19/0305C - Proposed two detached dwellings
Decision Target Date = 24th May 2021, still outstanding
21/1839C – 17 Congleton Road North, Church Lawton, ST7 3AZ (link)
Extensions and Alterations
Decision Target Date = 27th May 2021, still outstanding
21/1800C – United Utilities, Liverpool Road East, Church Lawton, ST7 3AH (link)
Construction of a ferric dosing kiosk in association with permitted development works
Decision Target Date = 25th May 2021, still outstanding
21/2742C - 44 Brown Avenue, Church Lawton, ST7 3EP (link)
To remove existing roof and construct attic floor to provide additional family accommodation amendment to planning consent 20/4295C.
Decision Target Date = 13th July 2021
21/2587N – Vodafone Site 4574, Whartons Pool Farm, Cherry Lane, Church Lawton (link)
This proposed development comprises the removal of the existing 17.5m mast and associated
antennas and its replacement with a new technically superior 17.5m monopole mast complete
with 6 antennas and associated enabling radio equipment and development works thereto. These
works are materially similar to those approved via case 14/3759C but which has not been
implemented and has now expired.
Decision Target Date = 5th July 2021
21/2635C – 4 Brown Avenue, Church Lawton, ST7 3EE (link)
Demolition of the existing Bungalow and single garage. Then the building of a new Bungalow and
double garage.
Decision Target Date = 2nd August 2021
Recently Determined Applications (within last three months)
19/3667C Alsager Court, Sandbach Road North, Church Lawton, ST7 3RG (link)
The demolition of a former care home and the construction of a new care home.
Decision: Approved on Appeal – 23rd April 2021
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Appendix 8 – outstanding and Recently Determined Planning Applications
21/0934C Cherry Lane Farm, Cherry Lane, ST7 3QX (link)
Proposed side extension to existing dwelling to form garage with office over.
Decision: Approved with conditions – 5th May 2021
21/1574C - 30 Sandbach Road, Church Lawton, ST7 3DP (link)
Proposed 2nd Floor Extension Over Existing Single Storey at the Rear
Decision: Approved with conditions – 24th May 2021
21/1302C - 74 Lawton Avenue, Church Lawton, ST7 3AT (link)
Installation of a prefabricated timber clad garden cabin for use as a home office/studio/storage
Decision: Approved with conditions – 24th May 2021
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Appendix 9 – Police Report – May 2021

WARD:
ODD RODE POLICE
OFFICERS: PC Kate RITCHIE 4692 and PCSO Jeanette CARTER 23355
Date:
MAY 2021

GENERAL INFORMATION
The intention of this report is to provide an overview of the nature of the work we have been
involved with over the last month.
We continue to encourage the public to follow Odd Rode Police on social media, where we post a
timeline summary of nature of the work we’re working or have worked on.
Due to confidentiality we may not be able to disclose full details but may do in time.
A Freedom of Information Request can be requested in writing.
For further information: www.cheshire.police.uk/foi-ai/cheshire-police/freedom-of-information

REPORTING CRIME OR INCIDENCES
We continue to request that the appropriate reporting channels are used depending of the
seriousness or nature of the crime or incident. By doing so it allows Cheshire Police to direct the
request or concern to the correct person or department in a timely manner. This also ensures that
requests are not sat in social media posts or e-mails boxes which depending on demand or annual
leave may not be read as urgently as required.
In an Emergency Telephone 999
• A crime is happening right now.
• Someone is in immediate danger, or there is a risk of serious damage to property.
• A suspect for a serious crime is nearby.
• There is a traffic collision involving injury or danger to other road users.
Urgent - Call 101
To ‘Report’ or ‘Tell Us’ - Cheshire Police website www.cheshire.police.uk
*We ask that you don't use social media to report crime or concerns as accounts are not
monitored 24/7*
E-mail: For general correspondence, for example to provide meeting dates or event information.
We may request further information through e-mail. The requests will come from the following
addresses: Kate.ritchie@cheshire.pnn.police.co.uk
Jeanette.carter2@cheshire.pnn.police.co.uk
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Appendix 9 – Police Report – May 2021

CHESHIRE POLICE ALERTS
Cheshire Police Alert is the community messaging system brought to you by Cheshire
Constabulary and servicing the whole of Cheshire.
By registering with Cheshire Police Alert, you receive news and appeals, local crime information
and crime prevention advice - direct to you as an e-mail, mobile text or voice message.
Registering with this site is completely free, and not only allows you to receive messages about
your local area, but also allows you to feedback information to your local policing teams to help
them better police your neighbourhood.
Web address: www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk
REPORT START
GENERAL UPDATE
COVID 19 – Overall very positive. Continue to use the force’s 4 Es approach. Made regular visits to
shops to support them in particular with regard to mask wearing of customers. As restrictions eased
on the 12 April we have been encouraged with the response from residents in following the
guidelines.
Police Surgeries – Continue online due to Covid restrictions and we are slowly reintroducing pop-up
surgeries. Dates/times are posted on social media, e-mailed through Cheshire Police Alerts and Parish
Council Clerks.
Road Safety – Both enforceable and non-enforceable speed guns are being utilised. Enforceable data
is forwarded to The Central Ticket for consideration of prosecution. Parking. School patrols.
Working with Partner Agencies - Plus Dane Housing, Cheshire Fire and Rescue, Environmental
Health,
Trading Standards, Cheshire East Highways
Op Sceptre Campaign – Targeting knife crime – multiple knifes handed into Congleton police
station
We continue to link in with other Cheshire Police Units: Dogs, Rural Crime Team, Roads and Crime
Unit
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Appendix 9 – Police Report – May 2021
CHURCH LAWTON
Patrols – We continue to do so on foot and in vehicles. We also continue to encourage residents to
report any specific areas / locations they’d like us to patrol; giving a reason why.
Road Safety – We have taken the non-enforceable camera to the A34 following concerns re vehicles
travelling over speed limit
Carried out reassurance visits to residents.
Carried out school parking/road safety patrols.
Carried out specific patrols in relation to fly tipping – No cases noted.
Liaised with The Rural Crime Team in relation to helping with patrols on our rest days.
REPORTED INCIDENTS
3 road related incidents
• Bike related incident
• Driver has not notified DVLE their car has no MOT and is to be scrapped
• Ani social driving
2 concern for safety
2 suspicious activity
• Text calming a parcel had tried to be delivered however they needed to click on link to pay a
fine.
• Male checking out callers drive
1 assist Fire

REPORT END.
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